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WASHINGTON - Yesterday, President Joe Biden issued a Memorandum preserving and
fortifying the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program. The DACA program
was implemented in 2012 and has enabled approximately 800,000 young people, who paid a fee
and submitted to a background check, the opportunity to work legally, access educational
opportunities and not fear deportation. It has been estimated that DACA recipients on average
contribute over $42 billion annually to the U.S. economy. Archbishop José H. Gomez of Los
Angeles and president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) and Bishop Mario
E. Dorsonville, auxiliary bishop of Washington and chairman of the USCCB’s Committee on
Migration issued the following statement:
“We welcome the announcement preserving and fortifying DACA. For years, DACA youth have
been enriching our country. They are contributors to our economy, veterans of our military,
academic standouts in our universities, and leaders in our parishes and communities. They and
their families deserve certainty, compassion, generosity, and justice.
“We applaud President Biden’s restoration of the DACA program, and we also strongly
encourage him and the U.S. Congress to immediately enact legislation that provides a path to
citizenship for Dreamers. Permanent legislative protection that overcomes partisanship and puts
the human dignity and future of Dreamers first is long overdue.
“Protection for Dreamers should only be the first step in the systematic reform of our outdated
immigration laws. Now is the time to move forward in a bipartisan manner to fix our broken
immigration system.
“We also welcome the President’s efforts to immediately produce an immigration reform bill and
look forward to reviewing it. We continue to call for immigration reform which provides a path
to citizenship for Dreamers and the undocumented, upholds family-based immigration, honors
due process and the rule of law, recognizes the contributions of workers, protects the vulnerable
fleeing persecution, and addresses the root causes of migration.
“We stand ready to work with President Biden and his Administration, as well as the U.S.
Congress on this urgent matter of human life and dignity.”
For more information and resources on DACA, please
see: https://justiceforimmigrants.org/what-we-are-working-on/immigration/daca-resource-page.
For more information on immigration reform please visit the Justice for Immigrants website.

