President of U.S. Bishops' Conference Welcomes Steps Holy See is Taking to Ensure
Faithful are Protected from the Evil of Sexual Abuse

ROME—Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo, Archbishop of Galveston-Houston and President of the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), is welcoming the recent announcement
by the Holy See outlining steps to ensure the faithful are protected by the evil of sexual assault.

Cardinal DiNardo’s full statement follows:

“On behalf of my brother bishops in the United States, | welcome the statement of October 6
from the Holy See which outlines additional steps Pope Francis is taking to ensure the faithful
are protected from the evil of sexual assault. The Holy Father’s “pressing invitation to unite
forces to fight the grave scourge of abuse within the Church and beyond’ has been and will
continue to be diligently accepted by the bishops of the United States.

“The truth will ensure terrible sins of the past are not repeated. The courage of abuse survivors
who first brought the horrific truth of sexual abuse to light must continue to be matched by our
courage as pastors to respond in justice. Pope Francis echoes the call of Christ to be with
survivors in their time of need. Let us respond simply. “Yes, Lord!’

“The bishops of the United States offer our prayers and solidarity for the Holy Father. We urge
all in the Church, particularly the bishops, to reaffirm our communion with Pope Francis who is
the visible guarantor of the communion of the Catholic church. We unite in prayer and service
with His Holiness as he leads the Church to meet our brothers and sisters in their suffering. With
a pastor’s heart, the Holy Father calls us to a path of healing.”



