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The Church is more 
committed than ever 
to evangelization…

Pope 
Benedict XVI 
establishes a 

New Vatican Dicastery

Pontifical Council 
for the 

New Evangelization



”
“To all 

the faithful 
called 

to 
holiness 

and 
mission 

in 
ordinary life

”
“We share in the beautiful mission 

of spreading the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ here in San 
Antonio and throughout our 
nation, our continent, and our 
world.

We are so blessed, my friends!

”“
God “destined us in love” to be his 

sons and daughters through 
Jesus Christ

1No.29No.

”
“We exist for the praise 

of God’s Glory. This 
is the true purpose of 
our lives.

”“
everything we do is meant to be 

sacrifice, something that we 
offer to God, to thank him 
and to praise him.

”
“We praise God for the blessings he 

has bestowed upon us [...] but we 
are also called to talk about 
God to our family, neighbors, 
friends, and co-workers.

”“This is the mission that Jesus Christ 
gave to his Church [...] “You will be my 
witnesses… to the ends of the earth”.

2No.14No.



”
“Today more than ever, 

Christ needs witnesses.

He needs disciples.

2No.14No.

”
“

”
There are many ways to proclaim Christ.    
We proclaim Christ by our way of life. 
The important point is this:                          
the proclamation of Christ is                   
the duty of every believer.

“God “was pleased to reveal his 
Son to me in order that I might 
proclaim him” [...] the essential 
responsibility of every 
Christian.

3No.26No.6No.

”“We need to rediscover this 
fundamental dimension of our 

Christian life and identity.

”
“To know Jesus Christ and his 

love causes us to want to 
share that knowledge and 

love with everyone we meet.

4No.



”

“Evangelization begins in 
• the heart that has been 

evangelized, 
• the heart that has heard the 

Good News and been 
converted; 

• the heart that has known 
God’s mercy and love. 
We cannot be silent about what 

we have seen and heard and felt. 
We cannot help but to proclaim 

and testify to the great 
difference that Jesus Christ has 
made in our lives.
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”
“We have a duty to bear witness to God 

[...] We want the world, beginning 
with those nearest to us, to share in 
what we have been given.

”
“

However, I address this letter in a 
special way to you who are lay men and 
women [...] who live out your faith in the 
midst of the world and all its secular 
affairs.

“
”

Lay people given the duty […] to 
work… This duty is all the more 
pressing when it is only through 
them that men can hear the Gospel 
and know Christ.

5No.

”“
That I may preach... 

for that is
why I came.



”
“Let us go on to the next 

towns, that I may 
preach there also. 

For that is why I came.

“ ”
Go into all the world 

and proclaim the 
Gospel to the whole 

creation.

“
”

Priests, deacons and 
lay people, proclaim 

the Good News of the 
Lord Jesus and bring 

great numbers to 
Christ.

6No.3No.

”
“The first Christians, 

even under the threat 
of persecution and 

death, preached and 
taught in homes and in 

the marketplace.

“
”

The apostolic preaching did more than 
create individual converts to Christ. 
The encounter with Christ was always 
an encounter with his Church. The 
proclamation of Christ aimed to bring 
men and women into communion with 
Christ in his Church through the power 
of the sacraments.

7No.

”

“
Repent, and be 
baptized! 

Always and 
everywhere the 
apostolic 
preaching led to 
baptism and 
incorporation into 
local churches, 

each with its own 
bishop and priests, 
each united to the 
one, holy, catholic, 
and apostolic 
Church.
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”
“

St. Paul’s letters include the 
names of lay men and lay 

women he described as 
“fellow workers” and 

collaborators in his ministry

“
”

Within the lifetime of the 
Apostles, the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ had spread to 
every corner of then-known 

world.

“
”

All by the proclamation of 
the Word of God by men and 
women who had been 
touched by that Word and 
were zealous for others to 
hear it as well. 8No.

“

”

We need 
that same faith in the
power of the Gospel, 
that same apostolic
zeal for souls. 

We need 
to renew in ourselves
the conviction and the
sense of duty that
animated St. Paul, who
said: 

“For necessity is laid
upon me. 
Woe to me if I do not
preach the Gospel.”

8No.

”
“The 

“priestly soul”
of 

the lay 
apostolate



”

“The whole Church is 
“apostolic” and 
every baptized 
believer shares in 
the “apostolate” [...] 
all under the 
leadership of the 
bishops who are the 
successors of the 
Apostles.

“
”

The bishops are 
entrusted with the 
office of teaching, 
sanctifying, and 
governing in Christ’s 
name.
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“

”

There is a “common 
priesthood” of all 
believers […]

You are 
a chosen race, 
a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, 
God’s own people,
so that you may 
declare the 
wonderful deeds of 
him who called you 
out of darkness into 
his marvelous light.
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“
”

live and work for 
God in a spirit of 
love, with a desire 
to serve him in all 
things and to do 
everything you can 
to help the souls 
around you.

“ ”
you are to be “witnesses to Christ in 
all circumstances and at the very 
heart of the community of mankind. 

10No.

”
“

Each of us who has been baptized 
has a “priestly soul.” [...] you are 
called to offer your daily work 
and prayer as a spiritual sacrifice 
of praise to God.



”

“The people you 
meet in your 

community or 
in your daily 

work may not 
hear the 

Gospel if 
they do not 

hear it from 
you. 

“
”

To assume 
responsibility for 
evangelizing is a 
mark of Christian maturity, a 
part of fully growing up in 
your relationship with Jesus 
Christ in his Church. 10No.

“
”

The primary apostolate of lay people, 
since the early Church, has always been 
to spread and defend the faith among 
their families and neighbors and to bring 
the teachings of Christ to bear on the 
issues facing their communities.

“

”

Lay ministries are 
crucial to building up 
the community of the 
Church. However, we 
need to always keep in 
mind the essential 
distinction between 
the ordained 
priesthood and the 
common priesthood of 
the faithful.
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“
”

We need to promote positive cooperation 
by lay men and women in the life of the 
parish while at the same time avoiding any 
confusion or blurring of the lines 
between their roles and the activities 
proper to the ordained priesthood.

”
”

“
“

As lay believers 
possessed of a “priestly 

soul,” your primary mission 
is in the world, not inside 

the sanctuary of the 
church or inside a church 

office.

Your evangelization must 
always be profoundly 
ecclesial and intensely 
Eucharistic. 11No.



”

“
seek to serve 
God and your 
brothers and 
sisters every day, 
through all that 
you do and say, 
through the way 
that you live 
your life. 

“

”

Many of you will 
carry out your 

duty to 
evangelize in the 
context of your 

ordinary jobs.

There are many 
ways to share 

your faith
naturally in the 
workplace. The 

most obvious way 
is simply to lead a 

good Christian 
life
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”
“San Antonio 

will be... 
the heart from which 

we will go out

”
“It is our proud legacy as 

the Church of San 
Antonio to have been a 
pioneer in the first 
evangelization of 
America.

“
Pope John Paul II reminded us during his historic visit 
to San Antonio in 1987

”

Today it is your turn to be evangelizers 
of each other and of all those whose 
faith is weak or who have not yet given 
themselves to the Lord. May you be no 
less zealous in evangelization and in 
Christian service than your 
forbearers! 13No.



”

“ ”
“

Our legacy is 
our mission

Let us make 
San Antonio 
the great heart 
from which the 
new evangelization 
of our nation 
goes out with 
renewed fervor.

14No.2No.

”
“You must be evangelists. 

No matter what job you perform in the 
church, 
your mission is to tell people 
about the God who loves them.

“

”

The time has come 
for every one of us to examine 
what we are doing, 
personally and 
institutionally, in light of 
the imperative of the new 
evangelization. 

We all need to ask ourselves: 
“How is my work leading 
men and women to Jesus 
Christ? 

Is Christianity spreading 
to those around me?” 15No.18No.

”
“
“

“ ”
”

I am very enthusiastic about the growth 
of evangelization teams in parishes [...] 
This is just the kind of pastoral 
initiative we need! The parish exists in 
order to spread the Good News.

I call upon pastors and parish 
leaders, in cooperation with our 

Office for Evangelization, to become 
even more committed to equipping 

parishioners to defend their faith and 
to give account for the hope that is in 

them.

Now is the time for us to increase our 
commitment and zeal. 

16No.22No.11No.



”
“

“
“
“

”
”
”

Let us deepen our knowledge of the 
Word of God [...] Read a little each day 
from the Scriptures and the Compendium 
of the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church.

Let us cultivate an 
interior life. 

Let us grow in our 
desire to be better 
communicators 

Let us study anew the important 
documents of the new 
evangelization

16No.22No.11No.

“

”

Come to an ever 
greater understanding 
of what Pope Paul VI 
taught: 
“The task of evangelizing 

all people constitutes 
the essential mission 

of the Church. 
It is a task and mission 

which the vast and 
profound changes of 

present-day society make 
all the more urgent. 

Evangelizing is in fact 
the grace and vocation 

proper to the Church, 
her deepest identity. 

She exists to evangelize.

16No.22No.11No.

”“
to lead men and 

women to... 
the God who speaks 

in the Bible



”

“We are called to proclaim 
Christ in a “de-Christianized”
culture, a culture in which 
powerful interests have 
been at work for some 
decades now, patiently 
erasing the influence and 
memory of our nation’s 
Christian heritage 
from our laws and public 
policies, 
from our arts and 
literature, 
from our schools and media
our language and customs, 
from our entire 
way of life.

17No.20No.

Secularization

”

“Pope Benedict XVI has 
described our cultural 
moment —and the challenge 
we are confronted with— in 
these poignant terms:
“The real problem at this 
moment of our history is 
that God is disappearing 
from the human horizon…

“
”

Leading men and women to 
God, to the God who speaks 
in the Bible: this is the
supreme and fundamental 
priority of the Church and 
of the Successor of Peter 
at the present 
time.

18No.15No.



…KNOW PROBLEMS!

KNOW



”

“To lead men and women 
to the God who speaks in the Bible, 

to the God who has shown his face to us in 
Jesus Christ! 

This must be our highest priority [...] 
There can be nothing more urgent to our 

mission as the Church of San Antonio. This 
must be the measure 

by which we judge everything we do. 
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”“The need for 
a new 

evangelization of 
culture

“
”

“ ”

“
”

The new evangelization requires a lucid, 
serious and ordered effort for the 
evangelization of culture

We must proclaim the Gospel as 
liberation, as the truth that sets men 
and women free from the bondage of sin 
and death

we must also be bold and forceful 
critics of the idols, injustices, and 
immorality we find in our culture. We 
need to expose and root out cultural 
factors that make it hard for people to 
have faith in God and to live a just 
and moral life. 19No.



”

“

“
”

The Gospel is not 
a political 
program or an 
ideology. It is far 
more powerful 
than that. It is the 
revelation of the 
living God 
concerning the 
truth about the 
human person.

In our culture 
today, we confront 
a powerful “anti-
Gospel”

20No.21No.17No.

“
”

“
”

In the face of this 
cultural denial of 
the Gospel, all of 
us in the Church 
are called to…

testify…
defend…
resist every pressure... 

Our evangelization 
must aim to build

a culture of respect 
for human life and 

dignity.

21No.20No.

”“To us has been 
sent the 

message of 
salvation



”

“It is also vital that we 
gain a greater 
understanding of the 
influence of the mass 
media and information 
technology in our culture. 
Pope John Paul has said, 
“The very evangelization of 
modern culture depends 
to a great extent on the 
influence of the media.”

”
““Personal” media—

communication devices 
[...] have become 
pervasive. 

22No.16No.25No.

”

“This is a revolution in 
human communication 
that is already having 

implications in our 
political system and 

other areas of 
society. These new 

digital media have 
their own logic, 

their own values, 
and their own 
“psychology”.“

”

social 
communication 
technologies have 
“anthropological”
implications. [...] They 
also change our 
relationship with 
ourselves and our 
understanding of 
ourselves and 
others. 23No.

”

“What we must do, as a Church 
and as individual believers, is to 

find ways to use these 
technologies to help our friends 

see that Jesus Christ is the 
“message,” the Word that 

everyone is waiting to receive. [...]

We need to help our friends see 
that in Christ, “to us has been 
sent the message of salvation.”

24No.



”

“
we need to be better 
students of our 
culture. We need to 
understand our 
culture from the 
inside out — its values 
and aspirations, its 
strengths and 
weaknesses, its 
positive and negative 
aspects. ”

“We need to 
always be on the 
lookout for new 

inroads, new 
avenues and 

openings for the 
Gospel, new ways 

to communicate 
Christ [...]  

looking for the 
“language” that 

best 
communicates 

the Gospel.  

25No.22No.

”
“

“

We need Catholics who are 
living their faith and proclaiming 
it in every profession and walk 
of life.

Proclaiming Christ in these areas 
does not mean “proselytizing. [...] 
It means demonstrating the 
harmony between 
faith and reason.

” 3No. 26No.

“

“

You must resist every pressure to 
practice a “privatized” religion, to keep 
your faith to yourself. We cannot allow 
our culture to shut itself off from the 
voice of Christ.

Our culture is governed by a 
philosophy that says that 
there are no higher truths 
[...] You can help open our 
culture to the purifying 
force of the Gospel.

”

” 26No.3No.



”“
For we cannot 

but speak of 
what we have 
seen and heard

”
“

Christianity has always 
been spread by ordinary 

men and women, in ordinary 
and everyday 

circumstances.

”
”

“
“

The people we come in 
contact with should know 
that we are “with Jesus” [...] 
that we are living for Jesus 
and with Jesus.

The state of life that you 
find yourself in [...] is the 
mission territory that God 
has given you.

27No.

”
“
“

“

”
”

You will find yourself called to 
proclaim Christ to people in different 
states of life and at different levels of 
religious formation.

we confront powerful cultural 
pressures towards religious relativism [...] 

religious indifferentism or a vague 
religiosity.

Despite these 
challenges, we 
are still called to 
be disciples and 
missionaries.

28No.



”“Talk about Jesus Christ [...] 
with sincerity and all 

honesty.

“
”

Let us never be ashamed of 
the Gospel.

Nor should we allow our 
respect for others’

freedom of conscience to 
be an excuse to remain 

silent about Christ.

28No.

”
“
“

“ ”
”

I am particularly concerned about two 
groups in our society today [...] millions 
of Hispanic immigrants [...] in danger of 
drifting from the Catholic faith to 
other religions or to no religion at all.

The tendency under secularism is to 
reduce religious identity to a kind of 

“cultural Catholicism.”

Do not allow 
yourselves to drift 
away from the true 

faith of our mothers 
and fathers.

29No.

”
““
“
“

”

”
”

¡Somos Católicos!

Christ needs you and his Church needs 
you for the new evangelization of this 
land.

Find new ways to evangelize the 
Hispanic population

We must reevaluate our ministries and 
our approach [...] We need to be mindful 
that our work is part of a continental 
mission.

29No.1No.



The second group I am 
deeply concerned about is 
baptized Catholics who 
have fallen away from the 
practice of their faith and 
from the sacraments of 
the Church

“

”
30No.

Make it a priority to reach out to 
these brothers and sisters […] “ ”Invite them to come home

Rededicate ourselves to healing 
the wounds

Talk to our brothers and sisters 
about what is keeping them from 
the Church.

Issue a compassionate call for 
our lapsed Catholic brethren to 
return

30No.

We need courage to witness 
and 

We must obey God rather than men“ ”
Teach them to 
observe all 
that I have 
commanded 
you.

“
” 31No.



“

“
”

”

Our love for our 
brothers and sisters 
demands that we tell 
them this truth —
the whole truth, 
all that Jesus Christ 
teaches and commands.

But Christ alone holds the words of 
eternal life and 
we are called to proclaim his words and 
way of life to every man and woman 
we encounter

The Gospel does indeed contain 
“hard Sayings”“ ”

31No.

There will always be some, 
like the rich young man in the Gospel, 
who turn away“ ”

31No.

But there will be many like 
Zacchaeus […] who wish to 
see Jesus and will receive the truth 
joyfully and gratefully
“

”

31No.



”“
Go quickly 
and tell... 

that he has risen

”

“
We must be 
convinced of the 
truth that the 
Apostles knew, 
that everyone in 
some way is 
searching for 
Christ. [...] men and 
women of today 
still want to see 
Jesus

”“You are the ones 
who must lead them 
to our Lord.  

32No.

”

“We cannot preach the Gospel 
to others unless we have 

first experienced its Good 
News in our own lives. 

Only the heart that has been 
converted can lead other 

hearts to conversion. 

So we need to 
pray always for the grace of 

a new, deepened, life-changing 
conversion

32No.4No.



”
“
“
“

”
”

evangelization flows from our love for 
Christ

proclaiming Christ is more than 
handing on a set of doctrines or a 

philosophy of life. Proclaiming Christ 
means bringing men and women into a 

personal encounter with Jesus Christ.

My priesthood and 
Episcopal ministry 
have also been 
deeply shaped by 
the teachings and 
witness of Pope 
John Paul II 33No.

”
“my approach and understanding of 

these matters owes a great deal to my 
appreciation of the spirituality of 

St. Josemaría Escrivá

Christ’s plea is 
addressed to each and 

every Christian. 
No one can consider 

himself excused, 
for whatever reason: 

age, health, 
or occupation …

33No.

“

”

[in the] New Testament narratives 
about the first Easter, 

we notice a common theme. 
Everyone who comes in contact 
with the risen Lord comes away 
from that encounter with the 
urgent desire to run and tell 

others what 
they have witnessed.

“ ”
We are called to testify to 

the power of the 
resurrection in our lives

34No.



34No.

St. 
Mary 

Magdalene 
[…] 

ran to tell 
the Apostles, 

“I 
have 
seen 

The Lord!”

“

”

”“We are called to be witnesses of his 
resurrection to a new generation. 

”
“They long to meet the One who can give 

them the living water they thirst for [...] 
how can they find him, 
unless we show them the way? 

The first Apostles were overjoyed 
to share their discovery of Christ: 

“We have found him! ... 
Come and see!”

”
“

35No.

”

“
“

Let us fall in love again with 
Christ and spread his joy, life, [...] 
love with our neighbors. 

Let us rediscover the mission

Let us give praise to God 

”
It is time for us to reclaim the 
excitement and joy of those first 
disciples

35No.



”
“I pray that with St. 

Paul, you will make it 
your “ambition to 
proclaim the Gospel,”
in everything that you 
do

“
”

I ask especially the 
intercession of our 
patron, St. Anthony of 
Padua, [and that] Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, [...] 
will give courage to 
your heart 

36No.

Let’s be disciples!

Let’s be evangelizers!

Let’s be saints!

Prepared by

Martha Fernández-Sardina

Director of the Office for Evangelization

Designed by
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Seminarian, Assumption Seminary
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