(Suggested) Prayer Service for 9/11 Reflection

Opening Prayer

Father of Mercies and God of all consolation, 
you pursue us with untiring love
and dispel the shadow of death 
with the bright dawn of life.

Comfort your family in their loss and sorrow.
Be our refuge and our strength, O Lord, 
and lift us from the depths of grief
into the peace and light of your presence.

Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
By dying has destroyed our death, 
and by rising, restored our life.
Enable us therefore to press on toward him, 
so that, after our earthly course is run, 
he may reunite us with those we love,
when every tear will be wiped away.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen

(Hymn: Faith of Our Fathers or other appropriate hymn)
Remembering 9/11

Leader:    When we remember the stockbrokers, office workers, military personnel, maintenance workers, bystanders, window-washers and all the others who worked together so valiantly to help each other, we can say together,

All:   We remember great courage.

Leader:    When we recall the firefighters who rushed upstairs as most everyone else was racing out, we can say together,

All:    We remember selfless service.

Leader:    When we recall the police officers who stood to protect and defend the people and performed their duties until the towers came crashing down on top of them, we can say together,

All:    We remember selfless sacrifice for the safety of others.

Leader:    When we recall the thousands of workers, military personnel, women and men, old and young, single and married, American-born and those born in countries around the world who did not escape the towers, the Pentagon and Flight 93, we can say together,

All:    We remember the loss of human life.

Leader:    When we recall those citizens who rushed to help, did all they could to help, we can say together,

All:    We remember and give thanks for dutiful commitment to those in distress.

Leader:    When we recall the people who stood in line at the nation's blood banks to make living donations from their very bodies, we can say together,

All:    We give thanks for those who live to pass on life and love.
Leader: In a time filled with tragedy we dare to hope for an era yet to come in which the slaughter of innocents, greed, the ambitions of power, and cultural, racial and religious bigotries are but memories of a dim and unenlightened past.

Moment of Silence

Now let us remember all those who died on that tragic day.  Let us remember these victims by name, and pray for them, their families and friends. May they forever be in the loving embrace of the Father. 

Reading of Victims of Names Aloud

Brief Sermon

Let us pray

Lord we recommend to the eternal mercy of the God of our Fathers the numerous innocent victims. We ask for consolation and comfort for their family and relatives, burdened by pain; we invoke strength and courage for the many who continue their work in the places struck by this terrible disaster; we implore for tenacity and perseverance by all men of goodwill continuing on the paths of justice and peace. May the Lord remove from the heart of man every trace of resentment, of hostility and of hate, and open him to reconciliation, to solidarity, and to peace. Let us pray, so that the “culture of love” may be established all over the world . . . O God, Almighty and Merciful Father, he who sows discord cannot understand You; he who loves violence cannot welcome You: watch over us in our painful human condition tried by the brutal acts of terrorism and death. Comfort your children and open our hearts to hope, that our time may again know days of serenity and peace, through Christ our Lord. 
(H.H. John Paul II, Hora Tertia for the One Month Memorial of the Terrorist Attacks of September 11, 2001, October 11, 2001) 
Or

Memorare

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known 
That any one who fled to your* protection, implored your help 
Or sought your intercession, was left unaided. 
Inspired with this confidence, I fly unto you, O Virgin of virgins, my Mother.
To you I come, before you I stand, sinful and sorrowful;
O Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions, 
But in your clemency hear and answer me. Amen. 
* 'Thy' may be used in place of you/your
God Bless America

God bless America

Land that I love

Stand beside her, and guide her

Thru the night with a light from above.

From the mountains, to the prairies,

To the oceans, white with foam

God bless America

My home sweet home.
